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President Droupadi
Murmu on Monday congrat-
ulated Neeraj Chopra and
said his performance will
inspire millions of the coun-
try’s youth.“India is proud of
Neeraj Chopra. I convey my
heartiest congratulations to
him. I wish his legend grows
with more such feats,” she
said.

Prime Minister Modi on
Monday hailed Neeraj
Chopra, saying his dedica-
tion, precision and passion
make him not just a cham-
pion in athletics but a sym-
bol of unparalleled excellence
in the entire sports world.

Neeraj Chopra has
arguably become India’s
greatest sportsperson of all
time but the slightest refer-
ence makes the newly-
crowned World Champion
uncomfortable. 

Chopra, who is known for
his humility besides his world
conquering skills with javelin,
won the coveted world title
with a solid throw of 88.17m
in Budapest on Sunday night.

He is also the first track and
field athlete from India to win
an Olympic gold. 

There is no doubt over who
is the all-time greatest Indian
track and field athlete but the
ever modest Chopra doesn’t
want to get involved in that
debate.

“I will never say this, the
greatest of all time. People
say that just the world
Championships gold is miss-
ing. I won it now but I have
many things left to do and I
will focus on that. I would
not like to say this (greatest
of all time).

“If you want to say great-
est of all time, it would have
to be like Jan Zelezny,” he said
in the context of world record
holder in javelin.

Zelezny is the legendary
Czech Republic javelin throw-
er, who holds the world record
of 98.48m and won three
Olympic and three World
Championships gold. He is
also Chopra’s idol.

Besides the Tokyo
Olympics gold, Chopra has
won the yellow metal in the
Asian Games (2018) and
Commonwealth Games
(2018). He has also won four
individual Diamond League
Meeting titles (two each in
2022 and 2023) apart from
Diamond League champion’s
trophy last year.

He also became junior
world champion in 2016 and
won the Asian
Championships title in 2017.

So, what remains to achieve
now?

“There is a saying that
throwers have no finish line.
The best thing is that we have
our javelin. We can always
push ourselves. I may have
won a lot of medals but the
motivation is to throw far-
ther and farther,” Chopra said
during a virtual interaction.

“By winning these medals,
I should not think that I have
achieved everything. I will
work harder, push myself
harder to win more medals
and bring more laurels for
my country. If other Indians
join me on the podium next
time, that will be great,” he
said. The talk of throwing 90m
has been going on for the last
three-four years but Chopra
insisted that it’s not a men-
tal hurdle for him.

“I was feeling very good
this year and thought I would
throw 90m. But in between
groin injury has come and
created problem. I had throws
very close to 90m last year. It
will come some day but don’t
know when. I won’t take pres-
sure thinking for that. 

“What is more important
is the medal. I give more
importance to consistency,
that gives confidence in big
events. 

“When I reach 90m, I will
also try to keep it consistent.
I have been working hard and
waiting when will it come,”
said the 25-year-old Chopra,
in ominous signs for the rest
of rivals in the world.

He said it was a dream
come true to win the World
Championships gold medal.

“This was great. After the
Olympic gold, I really want-
ed to win the World
Championships. I just want-
ed to throw farther. This is bril-
liant for the national team,
but it was my dream to win

gold at the World
Championships.

“This has been a great
championships for India, and
I am proud to bring another
title to my country. I wanted
to throw more than 90 metres
tonight but it needs all parts
of the puzzle to be there. I
couldn’t put it all together
this evening. Maybe next
time.”

Not 100 per cent fit, recent
groin injury in mind

Chopra had suffered a
groin injury (adductor mus-
cles) while training abroad in
between his two Diamond
League titles in Doha (May)
and Lausanne (June 30). 

That led to him missing
three top competitions. 

He rested and trained for
nearly two months after June
30 without taking part in any
competition after June 30 and
went straight to World
Championships.

“I thought I can produce
very good throws till the last
attempt. But I had to be cau-
tious, thinking about the
groin strain and at the same
time had to push myself. I had
to take care of my adductor
(muscles) and focus on my
throws also, that was the
issue,” he said.

“I will try to be healthy and
remain injury-free, prepare
and try the best way possible
for Paris Olympics,” said the
Indian superstar.

Rivalry between him and
Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem
Chopra said he will not take
the portrayal of his competi-
tion with Arshad Nadeem,
who won a silver on Sunday
with a throw of 87.82m, as
Indo-Pak javelin rivalry too
seriously.

“It is being made like that
(Indo-Pak rivalry) there (at
home). I don’t use mobile
much before competition but
when I opened I saw India vs
Pakistan everywhere. It’s all
right.

“There (back home) we
always have this India-
Pakistan thing, that is good
for competition but in glob-
al events we have to focus on
every competitor.”
EXEMPLIFIES EXCEL-
LENCE: PM MODI: Prime
Minister Modi on Monday
hailed Neeraj Chopra for win-
ning a gold medal in the men’s
javelin at the World Athletics
Championships, saying his
dedication, precision and
passion make him not just a
champion in athletics but a
symbol of unparalleled excel-
lence in the entire sports
world. In a post on X, Prime
Minister Modi said, “The tal-
ented @Neeraj_chopra1
exemplifies excellence. His
dedication, precision and
passion make him not just a
champion in athletics but a
symbol of unparalleled excel-
lence in the entire sports
world.” “Congrats to him for
winning the Gold at the World
Athletics Championships,”
he said.

Pakistan’s reigning
Commonwealth Games
champion Arshad Nadeem
took the silver with his sea-
son’s best throw of 87.82m,
while Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic got the bronze.

Chopra has now become
only the second Indian -- after
legendary shooter Abhinav
Bindra -- to simultaneously
hold the Olympics and World
Championships titles. Bindra
had won the World
Championships title when he
was 23, and the Olympics gold
at 25.
INDIA IS PROUD:
PRESIDENT: PRESIDENT
Droupadi Murmu on Monday
congratulated Neeraj Chopra
for becoming the first Indian
to win a gold medal at the
World Athletics
Championships and said his
performance will inspire mil-
lions of the country’s youth.

“India is proud of Neeraj
Chopra. I convey my hearti-
est congratulations to him. I
wish his legend grows with
more such feats,” she said.

“Neeraj Chopra adds yet
another golden page to the
history of Indian sports by
becoming the first ever Indian
to win a gold medal in World
Athletics Championships. His
superlative performance in
the javelin throw finals at
Budapest will inspire millions
of our youth,” the President
said on microblogging site X.

Throwers have no finish line...

Celebration of Onam by
all gives message of
social harmony: Murmu 

NEW DELHI, Aug 28 (PTI) 

PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu on
Monday greeted citizens on the eve of
Onam and said the celebration of the
festival by all irrespective of their reli-
gious and caste identities gives a mes-
sage of social harmony.

The festival marks the beginning of
the harvest season and is a unique exam-
ple of Kerala’s rich cultural heritage, the
President said in a message.

NEW DELHI, Aug 28 (PTI) 

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday said the
Indian economy was on the
path of rapid growth which had
led to creation of big opportu-
nities for employment of the
youth.

Addressing a Rozgar Mela
where he distributed over
51,000 appointment letters to
the youth, he said automobile,
pharma, tourism and food pro-
cessing sectors were expected
to grow at a rapid pace and
open up employment oppor-
tunities for the youth.

Modi addressed the Rozgar
Mela virtually as the new
appointees in central paramil-

itary forces, Narcotics Control
Bureau and the Delhi Police

joined in from 45 locations
across the country.

The Prime Minister said
India had emerged as the
fastest growing economy and
would soon be among the top
three economies in the world
during this decade and bring
benefits to the common man.

“For any economy to grow,
it is imperative that every sec-
tor develops. From the food
sector to pharmaceuticals,
from space to start-ups, when
every sector grows the econo-
my will move ahead,” he said.

He said the tourism sector
alone was expected to con-
tribute Rs 20 lakh crore to the
economy by 2030 and had the
potential to create 13-14 crore
new jobs.

Governance in India under

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is about serving the nation,
good administration, welfare of
the poor and building a better
future for the country for all
Indians, Union Minister Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said on
Monday.

“It is not about authority,
power or control. This is the
changed concept of our max-
imum governance and serv-
ice,” he said.

Meanwhile, Union Minister
of State for Personnel Jitendra
Singh on Monday said employ-
ment has increased in the last
nine years of the Modi
Government, during which
nine lakh jobs were given to the
country’s youth.

NEW DELHI, Aug 28 (PTI) 

THE Supreme Court on Monday
asked Attorney General R
Venkataramani and Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta to look into
the issue of the suspension of
Jammu and Kashmir educa-
tion department lecturer who
had argued before the top
court in a matter related to
the abrogation of Article 370.

A five-judge bench head-
ed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud took note of the sus-
pension of Zahoor Ahmad Bhat,
who had argued before the top court
on August 24 as petitioner in-per-
son in the case.

As soon as the court resumed its
hearing, senior advocates Kapil Sibal
and Rajeev Dhavan pointed out that
Bhat was suspended from his job
by the Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration after having argued before

the top court. “He took leave for two
days. Argued before this court and
went back and was suspended,”
Sibal said. 

The bench, also comprising
Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul, Sanjiv
Khanna, BR Gavai and Surya Kant,

asked Venkataramani to talk
to the J-K Lieutenant
Governor and look into the
issue. “This should not hap-
pen. Someone arguing
before this court gets sus-
pended…,” the bench said.

Venktaramani replied that he will
look into the issue.

Mehta said after the news of Bhat’s
suspension was published in a
newspaper, he checked with the
administration and he was informed
that there were various reasons
behind the lecturer’s suspension
including that he has been regularly
filing petitions before different
courts. 

NEW DELHI, Aug 28 (ANI) 

GO FIRST airlines, which has 
been grounded since early May, has
announced a further extension of
flight cancellations till August 31,
the airline announced on Monday.

Taking to social media platform
X, the airlines said, “Due to opera-
tional reasons, Go First flights until
31st August 2023 are cancelled. We
apologise for the inconvenience
caused and request customers to
visit http://shorturl.at/jlrEZ for
more information. For any queries
or concerns, please feel free to con-
tact us.”

Go First has also issued a state-
ment, which it has posted along with
the social media post, saying that
the company has filed an applica-
tion for immediate resolution and
revival of operation.

“As you are aware, the company

has filed an application for imme-
diate resolution and revival of oper-
ations. We will be able to resume
bookings shortly,” the airline stat-
ed.

Earlier on May 2, Go First can-
celled its flights and filed for vol-
untary bankruptcy before the NCLT,
alleging delays on the part of a US-
based engine maker, Pratt and
Whitney, for its inability to prompt-
ly meet obligations -- leading to the
grounding of a portion of its fleet.

“We regret to inform that due to
operational reasons, Go First flights
scheduled till August 31, 2023 have
been cancelled. We apologise for the
inconvenience caused by the flight
cancellations. We acknowledge the
flight cancellations might have dis-
rupted your travel plans and we are
committed to providing all the assis-
tance we can,” Go First said in the
statement.

DIMAPUR, Aug 28 (PTI) 

TEN-time Nagaland MLA Noke
Wangnao died at a hospi-
tal in Dimapur on Monday
after a brief illness.

Wangnao, the oldest
member of the current
Assembly, was 87 and sur-
vived by his wife and six
children.

A staunch regionalist, Wangnao
joined politics in 1974 and got
elected from the Tapi con-
stituency in Mon district 10 times. 

He served the State in various

capacities, including as a Minister.
Having been elected as a

Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP)
candidate in the Assembly
elections in February, he
served as an advisor for
the Social Welfare
Department till his death.

He died while under-
going treatment at the

Christian Institute of Health
Sciences and Research in
Dimapur. 

State honors were given to him
at his residence in Dimapur.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during a programme 
organised for distribution of appointment letters to newly 
inducted recruits in government departments, on Monday. (PTI)

Economy on growth path; auto, pharma, tourism sectors to add new jobs: PM

Look into suspension of lecturer
who argued against abrogation 
of Art 370 in J&K: SC to AG

Go First flight cancellations
extended until August 31 
citing ‘operational reasons’

Ten-time Nagaland MLA 
Noke Wangnao no more

Kochi-Bengaluru flight receives bomb threat
KOCHI, Aug 28 (PTI) 

PASSENGERS on board an Indigo flight from Kochi to Bengaluru were deboarded at the
international airport here on Monday after receiving a call regarding the presence of a
bomb in the aircraft, airport sources said.

The flight -- 6E6482 -- was scheduled to depart for Bengaluru at 10.30 AM.
The passengers were offloaded and the aircraft was moved to an isolation bay for fur-

ther inspection, airport. 

52 get jail terms,
35 acquitted in
fodder scam case
RANCHI, Aug 28 (PTI) 

A SPECIAL CBI court here on
Monday sentenced 52 people to
imprisonment of various terms,
with the maximum being 3
years, in a case of the fodder
scam. 35 others were acquitted
in the case by Special CBI judge
Vishal Srivastav. The case is relat-
ed to the fraudulent withdrawal
of Rs 36.59 crore from Doranda
treasury of unified Bihar. 
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