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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

The southwest monsoon is
likely to advance to
Maharashtra soon, as the cli-
matic conditions are favourable
for the next two to three days,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Saturday. The southwest mon-
soon hit Kerala during the day,
marking its earliest arrival over
the Indian mainland since
2009, when it reached the
southern State on May 23.

Talking to reporters, Dr
Shubhangi Bhute, head of the
Regional Meteorological Centre
in Mumbai, said, “The condi-
tions are favourable for the
advancement of the southwest
monsoon, which has already
reached the Kerala coast almost
a week ahead of its normal

onset date of June 1.”
She said the early arrival is

attributed to the prevailing
favourable weather conditions,
and the monsoon is progress-
ing steadily towards
Maharashtra.

The forecast is based on cur-
rent observations, particular-
ly the formation of a low-pres-
sure area near the Konkan
region of Ratnagiri district, she
said.

The IMD has issued a red
alert for the coastal districts of
Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg, sig-
nalling the likelihood of “very,
very, extremely heavy rainfall”.

Isolated places in the Ghat
regions of Satara and Kolhapur
are also expected to receive
extremely heavy downpours.

Monsoon reaches Kerala...

Harish highlighted four
aspects to expose the “disin-
formation” by Pakistan, which
spoke about India’s decision to
suspend the Indus Waters
Treaty.

In the wake of the horrific
April 22 Pahalgam attack in
Jammu and Kashmir in which
26 civilians were killed, India
had decided that the Indus
Waters Treaty of 1960 would be
held in abeyance with imme-
diate effect until Pakistan cred-
ibly and irrevocably abjures its
support for cross-border ter-
rorism. 

Harish told the UN meeting
that India had entered into the
Indus Waters Treaty 65 years ago
in good faith. 

Noting that the Preamble of
the Treaty describes that it was
concluded ‘in a spirit of good
will and friendship’, Harish said
throughout these six and a half
decades, “Pakistan has violat-
ed the spirit of the treaty by
inflicting three wars and thou-
sands of terror attacks on
India.”

The Indian envoy underlined
that in the last four decades,
more than 20,000 Indian lives
have been lost in terror attacks,
the most recent of which was
the dastardly targeted terror
attack on tourists in Pahalgam.

Even as India has shown
extraordinary patience and
magnanimity throughout this
period, Harish said Pakistan’s
“state-sponsored cross-border
terrorism in India seeks to hold
hostage the lives of civilians,
religious harmony and eco-
nomic prosperity.”

Harish pointed out that India
has formally asked Pakistan to
discuss the modifications of
the Treaty on several occasions
in the past two years but
Islamabad continues to reject
these. 

“Pakistan’s obstructionist
approach continues to prevent

the exercise of full utilisation
of legitimate rights by India,”
he said.

Further, Harish said that in
the past 65 years, far-reaching
fundamental changes have tak-
en place not only in terms of
escalating security concerns
through cross-border terror
attacks but also growing
requirements for producing
clean energy, climate change
and demographic change. 

“Technology for dam infra-
structure has transformed to
ensure the safety and efficien-
cy of operations and water use.
Some of the old dams are fac-
ing serious safety concerns,”
he said adding that Pakistan
has continued to “consistent-
ly block” any changes to this
infrastructure, and any modi-
fications of the provisions,
which is permissible under the
Treaty.

He noted that in 2012, ter-
rorists even attacked the Tulbul
Navigation Project in Jammu
and Kashmir. 

“These cynical acts contin-
ue to endanger the safety of
our projects and the lives of
civilians.

“It is against this backdrop
that India has finally
announced that the treaty will
be in abeyance until Pakistan,
which is a global epicentre of
terror, credibly and irrevocably
ends its support for cross-bor-
der terrorism. It is clear that it
is Pakistan which remains in
violation of the Indus Waters
Treaty.” Earlier in the day,
Harish delivered a strong
response to Pakistan at a UNSC
open debate on ‘Protection of
Civilians in Armed Conflict’,
calling out Pakistan’s “grossly
hypocritical” behaviour and
asserting that a nation that
makes no distinction between
terrorists and civilians has no
credentials to speak about pro-
tecting civilians.

its preamble says that it is con-
cluded in a “spirit of goodwill,
and friendship”. All these prin-
ciples have in effect been held
in abeyance by Pakistan, he
added.

Misri had recently briefed a
parliamentary committee on
Indian actions, including
Operation Sindoor, following
the April 22 terror strike in
Pahalgam, and has spoken to
all seven multi-party delega-
tions visiting 33 countries and
the European Union to explain
India’s position following the
conflict with Pakistan.

The MEA said that Pakistan
had been stonewalling India’s
requests for a Government-to-

Government negotiation over
the treaty due to changes in the
ground situation since it was
signed. There is a compelling
case for the treaty to be rene-
gotiated to make it fit for the
21st century, as it was based on
the engineering techniques of
the 1950s and early 1960s, the
MEA has said.

Other fundamental changes
include climate change, melt-
ing of glaciers, the variation in
quantities of water available in
the rivers and demographics.

These, besides a quest for
clean energy, mandate rene-
gotiations for the distribution
of rights and obligations under
the treaty.

attacked by terrorists in the
cruellest possible way.”

The Thiruvananthapuram
MP said the delegation is a mis-
sion of peace and hope, and will
one day remind the world that
India stands for all the values
“we need to preserve in the
world today”.

“We need to speak up with
clarity and conviction for our
country, for our response and
to give the world the 
message that we will not be
silenced by terrorism and we
don’t want the world to 
look away either,” the MP from
Thiruvananthapuram said.

“We don’t want indifference
to triumph over the truth. It’s
a mission of peace. It’s a mis-
sion of hope. And it’s a mission
that will one day remind the

world that India stands for all
the values we need to preserve
in the world today of peace, of
democracy, of freedom, and
not of hatred, killing and of ter-
ror. Jai Hind,” he said in his
video message.

Tharoor also posted pictures
of the delegation members at
the airport before boarding the
flight.

The delegation led by
Tharoor comprises Shambhavi
(LJP-RV), Sarfaraz Ahmed
(JMM), G M Harish Balayogi
(TDP), Shashank Mani Tripathi
(BJP), Bhubaneshwar Kalita
(BJP), Milind Deora (Shiv Sena),
Tejasvi Surya (BJP) 
and former diplomat Taranjit
Sandhu. It will travel to Guyana,
Panama, Colombia, Brazil and
the US.

Pakistan violated spirit of...

Pak put in abeyance...

Will not be silenced by...

JAISALMER, May 24 (PTI) 

THE targeted killing of men in
Kashmir’s Pahalgam was not lost
on BSF’s female soldiers, who
took charge of their posts with a
vengeance when the armed con-
flict between India and Pakistan
broke out.

“When the Pahalgam attack
happened, it made us furious. We
are married too and we felt the
pain of those who lost their hus-
bands. The enemy got their
answer in Operation Sindoor and
if they dare again, they will face
us again,” said Jasbir, a Border
Security Force soldier. 

Rajasthan’s four districts –
Ganganagar, Bikaner, Jaisalmer,
and Barmer share the 1,070-km
border with Pakistan.

Jasbir also praised Wing
Commander Vyomika Singh and
Colonel Sophia Qureshi, who did

briefing of Operation Sindoor,
saying it was a proud moment
to see the women officers. “We
felt immense pride seeing them.
Pakistan must now understand
that messing with India is not
easy.” Another soldier, Sarita, said
they were deployed along with
the men right after the Pahalgam
attack. “Drones flew, suspicious
movements were observed but
our forces thwarted every
attempt. Day or night, regardless
of the situation, we report for
duty,” she said.

Sonal recalled the emotional
aftermath of the attack, “The
attack in Pahalgam targeted the
husbands of many women so it
was a direct blow to our sindoor.
Pakistan has a history of such acts
but now we are always prepared
and alert.”

After a terror attack on tourists
in Pahalgam on April 22, India

launched Operation Sindoor on
the night of May 7, attacking ter-
ror infrastructure in Pakistan.

In turn, Pakistan launched
drone attacks targeting civil and
military infrastructure in places,
including Jaisalmer, Barmer and
other border areas.

Despite the ceasefire on May
10, drones continued to fly from
across the border.

All the same, as summer peaks,
the force has doubled down on
helping soldiers keep cool in the
desert heat.

Water cooler, lime water, but-
termilk have been made at duty
points to keep the jawans hydrat-
ed, a BSF officer said.

“The mercury soars above 50
degrees in the desert and it is very
difficult to venture outside, but
BSF jawans and officers are ful-
ly alert and continue to do their
duty,” the officer said.

MUMBAI, May 24 (PTI) 

ACTOR Mukul Dev, best known
for his roles in films such as
“Son of Sardaar”,
“Yamla Pagla
Deewana” and “Jai Ho”,
has passed away, his
brother Rahul Dev said
on Saturday. He was 54.

“My brother Mukul
Dev passed away
peacefully last night at New
Delhi due to ailing health,”
Rahul Dev told PTI.

According to Mukul Dev’s
close friend Vindu Dara Singh,
the actor died at a hospital in
the national capital.

“He was unwell for eight to
ten days. He was not looking
after his health and was
depressed after the demise of
his mother. We were waiting
for Mukul to join us for the

photo shoot of ‘Son of Sardaar
2’ but he had stopped answer-
ing our calls,” Singh told PTI.

Mukul Dev, a former mod-
el, is survived by his
daughter, Sia Dev, from
his marriage to ex-wife
Shilpa Dev.

He made his acting
debut with the 1996
movie “Dastak”, co-
starring Sushmita Sen

and Sharad Kapoor. He was
largely seen playing support-
ing roles in Hindi, Punjabi,
Bengali and Telugu films.

Some of his notable movies
included Ajay Devgn’s “Son of
Sardaar”, Salman Khan-starrer
“Jai Ho” and “Yamla Pagla
Deewana”, starring
Dharmendra, Sunny Deol and
Bobby Deol, as well as
“Kohram”, “R... Rajkumar” and
“War Chhod Na Yaar”.

BUXAR, May 24 (PTI)

THREE persons were shot dead
and two others injured in a clash
between two groups in Bihar’s
Buxar district on Saturday morn-
ing, police said.

The clash broke out around 5
am in Ahiyapur village in Rajpur
police station following an alter-
cation over keeping construc-
tion materials, including sand,
on the roadside, they said.

All those injured in the clash
were taken to a hospital. Three

people succumbed to their
injuries, while two persons are
undergoing treatment, they
added.

“The clash took place over
keeping sand and other con-
struction materials on the road-
side. Forensic experts are col-
lecting evidence from the spot.
We will soon nab the accused,”
SP Shubham Arya said.

Two of the deceased were iden-
tified as Vinod Singh and Virendra
Yadav, while the identity of the
other is yet to be ascertained,
Rajpur police station’s SHO
Santosh Kumar told PTI.

“A case has been registered and
an investigation is underway,”
he said.

Before the firing took place,
the two groups attacked each
other with lathis, locals said.

A video of the incident went
viral on social media.

JAISALMER, May 24 (PTI) 

FOUR people, including a wildlife
activist and a forest department per-
sonnel, were killed when their camper
vehicle collided head-on with a truck
in Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer district, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

The accident took place under the
Lathi Police Station area on Friday night
when the victims were going to check
on a tip-off about deer hunting by
poachers in the area, police said.

The impact of the collision crushed
the camper vehicle, trapping all four
occupants inside who had to be taken
out using a crane, they said.

The deceased have been identified

as wildlife activist Radheshyam
Pemani, Shyam Vishnoi, Kanvraj Singh
and forest guard Surendra Chaudhary,
police said.

Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma, former chief minister Ashok
Gehlot and Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) chief Govind Singh
Dotasra condoled the deaths.

“It is extremely painful to hear about
the deaths of Radheshyam Pemani,
Shyam Vishnoi, Kanvraj Singh and for-
est department employee 
Surendra Choudhary, who were dedi-
cated to the conservation of 
environment and wildlife, in a horrif-
ic road accident in Jaisalmer,” Sharma
said.

Women personnel of the Border Security Force (BSF) stands guard along the India-Pakistan border, in
Jaisalmer district, Rajasthan. (PTI)

‘Pahalgam attack made us furious,’ female BSF
soldier recalls sentiment after Apr 22 carnage

‘Son of Sardaar’ and ‘Jai Ho’
actor Mukul Dev no more

3 killed in clash between
two groups in Bihar village

The clash broke out  in
Ahiyapur village in
Rajpur police station
following an altercation
over keeping 
construction materials,
including sand, on the
roadside

■

Four people, including wildlife
activist, killed in Raj accident

NEW DELHI, May 24 (PTI) 

DELHI Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta on Saturday said that her
counterparts from various states
“unanimously” appreciated
Operation Sindoor and congrat-
ulated the armed forces and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during a meeting of the NITI
Aayog. Gupta, who attended her
first meeting of the NITI Aayog’s
Governing Council after taking
charge as the Chief Minister of
the BJP government in February
this year, said that it was a very
good experience as she learnt a
lot by listening to other states.

“The best part of the meeting
for me was that all the Chief
Ministers unanimously and in
one voice appreciated Operation
Sindoor and congratulated the
armed forces and the Prime
Minister,” she said after the meet-
ing held at Bharat Mandapam
here. It was pleasing to see that
entire India is united, the Chief
Minister added.

Under Operation Sindoor,
India carried out precision strikes
on nine terror infrastructures in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir in the early hours of
May 7 in response to the April 22
Pahalgam terror attack, which
claimed 26 lives.

TN CM DEMANDS 50 PER
CENT SHARE IN CENTRAL TAX-
ES, RELEASE OF EDUCATION
FUNDS: STATING that it does
not augur well for cooperative
federalism when States seek legal
recourse to get the Central funds

they are entitled to, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin on
Saturday urged the Union
Government to disburse Rs 2,200
crore funds under the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) due for
the state.

This hefty sum, Stalin said, was
denied to the state for not sign-
ing a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the
Union Education Ministry
regarding the “PM Shri” scheme.

Also, he made a strong pitch
for enhancing the state’s share
in central taxes to 50 per cent and
underscored the necessity for a
dedicated urban transformation
mission in the state.

“Particularly, nearly Rs. 2,200
crore of Union funds have been
denied to Tamil Nadu in the year
2024-2025. This affects the edu-
cation of children studying in

government schools and chil-
dren studying under Right to
Education Act ( RTE). Therefore,
I urge you to release this fund
without delay and without insist-
ing on unilateral conditions,”
Stalin said addressing the NITI
Aayog meeting held in the
national capital with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in the
chair.

STOP INJUSTICE WITH
PUNJAB, SAYS MANN AT NITI
AAYOG MEETING; RAISES
WATER ISSUE: PUNJAB Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Friday accused the Centre of giv-
ing “step-motherly” treatment
to Punjab and said such type of
discriminatory treatment is
unwarranted.

Participating in the meeting
of 10th Governing Council of the
Niti Aayog here, the Chief

Minister raised the issues con-
cerning the State while reiterat-
ing that Punjab has no surplus
water for any state.

ANDHRA CM PROPOSES 3
SUB-GROUPS OF STATES  TO
FAST-TRACK VIKSIT BHARAT
VISION BY 2047: ANDHRA
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu on Saturday
proposed the formation of three
sub-groups of State
Governments to accelerate
progress towards the Viksit
Bharat vision by 2047, asserting
that his state is committed to
contributing significantly to this
national aspiration.

Speaking at the 10th Niti Aayog
Governing Council Meeting,
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Naidu praised

India’s remarkable economic
transformation over the past
decade, rising from the world’s
10th to 4th largest economy and
being on track to become the
third.

The Telugu Desam Party chief
acknowledged transformative
reforms, including Digital India,
GST, Startup India, PM Gati
Shakti, and Jal Jeevan Mission,
which he said, have 
redefined India’s development
landscape.

Emphasising India’s strength-
ened global stature, exemplified
by Operation Sindoor, Naidu not-
ed that having the right leader-
ship at the right time has been
crucial in steering the nation
toward its ambitious goals, an
official statement said.

‘CMs unanimously appreciated ‘Op Sindoor’ during NITI Aayog meet’

Odisha CM Mohan Charan Majhi, Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann,
Rajasthan CM Bhajanlal Sharma, Sikkim CM Prem Singh Tamang,
Tamil Nadu CM M.K. Stalin and other dignitaries during the 10th
meeting of the Governing Council of NITI Aayog, in New Delhi on
Saturday. (PTI)
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